Induction 2020
Welcome to Highwoods School the following information a
explains a little more about how our Reception classes run
normally, we don’t know yet exactly how school will look in
September, but as soon as we do we will let you know.

Curriculum
The Reception curriculum follows on directly from the
curriculum children have been learning at pre-school.
Prime areas of learning:
Personal and social development
Communication and language
Physical development
Specific areas of learning:
Literacy
Mathematics
Understanding the World
Expressive Arts and Design

Highwoods Ethos
At Highwooods we also place a strong emphasis on
children developing good learning habits throughfostering curiosity
developing persistence
encouraging them to be self motivated
allowing creativity and development of personal
interests
• expecting co-operation
•
•
•
•

How can you help create a smooth
induction?
 Getting dressed independently and managing own personal
hygiene.
 Organising their own lunchboxes, etc
 Fastening own coat
 Playing turn taking games, and not always letting them win!


If your child is showing an interest in activities like
writing their name then please make sure they are using
lower case letters, not capitals. (there is no expectation
that they will be able to do this in September)

Class Organisation
 2 parallel classes that will free-flow for
most of each day.

Ofsted 2015: Children have an excellent and caring relationship
with their teachers and learning support assistants.

Our Morning Routine
 Bring your child to school via the gate outside the Reception outdoor
area around the back of the school, this can be accessed from either
end of the school building.


8.45am

 School starts at 8.50am
 Register and first lesson.

The school day finishes at 3:00pm and you should wait outside the gate
closest to the door of your child’s classroom.

Lunch Times
 11.35-12.35pm
 Sandwiches or hot
dinners. A hot meal is
provided free of charge
to all Reception children,
most children in
Reception have a school
provided hot meal.
 Safe play area

Weekly routine
 Daily phonics and maths lessons
 One PE session a week.

Ofsted 2015: Regular teaching of phonics (the sounds that letters make) supports
children well in rapidly developing their reading and writing skills. Children show a
great deal of interest in writing and are able to write short sentences.

A typical day
 Your child will experience a range of
activities through the day.
 There will be three short whole class
lessons, a range of play-based learning, and
small group or individual adult supported
tasks.

Outdoor Learning
 Every Day!
 Ensure you child is suitably
dressed for outdoor play.
 Forest School

Snack Time!
Fostering positive attitudes to good manners, health and nutrition.

Children have snack bar available in the morning in addition to a
fruit snack in the afternoon. We encourage the children to help
prepare snack which is great for their fine motor development as
well as encouraging trying new foods. Fruity Friday is when we try
more exotic fruits and salads. World Wide Wednesday snack is
when we try foods from around the world.
We ask for a contribution of £10 per term to over the cost of snack.

Our uniform
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Royal blue sweatshirt/sweat cardigan school logo compulsory
White polo shirt logo preferred
Grey trousers, skirt or pinafore
Pale blue and white gingham dress or grey shorts
for summer term
Grey socks/tights
Black shoes

For P.E.
• Navy blue shorts
• Logo t-shirt (red, green, yellow or blue
• depending on house)
• In a draw string bag please
For outdoor play
• Wellies
• warm waterproof coat
• sunhat

Reception children will not need outdoor P.E. kit for
September, you will be notified in advance of when they will
require a navy tracksuit and trainers.
However a navy track suit and plimsols make an excellent
spare set of clothes for children who get wet whilst playing
so are a useful addition to their P.E. bag from the beginning
of the year.

Parents as Partners.
 Open door policy
 Termly feedback
 Tapestry Online
Learning Journeysthis is a secure
website where you can
login and see
photographs and
comments about your
child’s learning in
school.
Ofsted 2015: All parents consulted during the inspection at the start of the day
stated that their contributions are valued and that they are very happy with the
school’s work with their children.

