Handwriting at Year 2
In Year 2 Handwriting continues to be a high priority.
Some children may be in small groups working on letter
formation but by the end of the year we expect that

most children will be beginning to join, according to our
Highwoods Handwriting Policy poster. (on website).
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Reading is one of the most important things
you can do to help your child succeed. Research evidence shows that your involvement
in your child’s reading and learning is more
important than anything else in helping them
to fulfil their potential.
“To read is to fly: it is to soar to a point of vantage which gives a view over wide
terrains of history, human variety, ideas, shared experience and the fruits of many
inquiries.” (A. C. Grayling)
“Parents and the home environment are essential to the early teaching of reading
and fostering a love of reading; children are more likely to continue to be readers
in homes where books and reading are valued” (Clark and Rumbold, 2006).

Sharing stories at Year 2 is just as important as hearing your child read their
stage book. We will send home library books

as well as stage books to promote this.
Sharing books that are beyond your child’s
reading ability introduces them to new vocabulary and promotes a love of reading.
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Summer Time to recap and consolidate all ‘red word’ spellings taught this year, as well as Year 2 Spelling
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Rules.

Spelling
Just like with reading, twice each year, children are assessed to gather data about their
spelling ages. This enables class teachers to
track progress in spelling and ensure all children receive the support they need to help
them make the best possible progress with
their spelling.
If your child is assessed as having a spelling
age at least 9 months below their actual age,

we will send home a letter informing you of
your child’s spelling age along with advice, including useful spellings to learn to best help
your child’s spelling age catch up with their
actual age.
On the next page are the spellings your child
will receive over the course of the year as
homework. They cover our Highwoods expectations for high frequency words in Year
2.

Reading
Twice each year, children are assessed to
provide us with their reading age. This data
is used by the class teacher to ensure all
children receive the support they need in
school.
This year, we are going to share this data
with you. If your child has a reading age
that is some way below their actual age, we
will send you a letter detailing your child’s up
–to-date reading age. We will offer advice
for what you can do to support learning and
help your child make better progress in
reading to enable to catch up with their actual age.
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Spelling Homework
Each week, all children will receive around 6
words to learn for spelling homework. This
will take the form of a list to learn with 4
spaces to write each word. There will be a
challenge activity to write the words in sentences. Homework will be acknowledged by a
sticker or stamp. Your support with this is
greatly appreciated.
Your child will not be tested on the 6 words
for weekly homework but they will be using
these spellings for daily spelling activities in
class.

Reading and Spelling Systems at
School
Reading Reward Schemes
Last year, our children took part in the

‘Reading Rocket’ scheme. This year, we will
be launching the ‘Solar System’ challenge.
More details to follow at a later date.

The Library
Children visit the school library when needed
to change their stage books and their library
books. At Year 2, children are expected to
do this independently.
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Reading and Spelling Systems at
School

Hearing your child read at home, even if it is
just 5 minutes each day, can have a considerable impact on progress. 5 mins every day
can be 155 minutes each month!
When you do hear your child read, please
make a note of this in their reading record.
We will write in reading records every time

your child reads in class.

Bookflash
Each week, children volunteer to verbally
recommend a book they have read in front of
the whole class. Most recommendations have
taken the form of a verbal presentation but
can be in any form a child wishes to present.

